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BUILDING NOTE 

 2-2002  14 FEBRUARY 2002 

FICATION OF RAINWATER TANKS 

partment of Local Government and Regional Development has been requested to 
an opinion on whether a rainwater tank can be classified as a building and, if so, 

 a building licence is required for this vessel. 

al Government Act 1960, states that “building” is defined as…”a structure erected or 
n land, unless in the circumstances of a particular case, a court required to decide the 
lares otherwise, but in any case includes a fence erected in the district of a city or 
in a townsite”; 

al Government Act 1995 does not provide a definition for a “building”.  Section 2 of 
l Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1960, indicates that in construing the 
ns of that Act, account is to be taken of the meanings they had before the Local 
ent Act 1995 commenced. 

e definition of a “building”pursuant to the Local Government Act 1960 a local 
 may classify a rainwater tank as a building. The predominant classification would be 
s 10b building under Part A3 of the Building Code of Australia (BCA). 

ieved party cannot appeal to the Minister against a local authority’s classification of a 
. 

may otherwise determine that a rainwater tank is not a “building”. 

nks used for fire-fighting purposes should, in any case, be classified pursuant to the 
as to ensure their structural adequacy should they be utilised for fire-fighting 
ns during a fire event. 

 
william 

CTOR GENERAL 

otes are produced by the Department of Local Government and Regional Development (DLGRD) primarily 
building surveyors and the building industry. The information contained in this Note is intended for general 
nly and must not be relied upon in any particular set of circumstances.  To ascertain your precise rights and 

s, you should consult a building surveyor or other appropriate professional or refer to the applicable 
. 

Building Notes may be obtained from the DLGRD at 32 St George’s Terrace, Perth, telephone (08) 9222 
imile (08) 9221 2715 


